
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
 
 
DATE: February 23, 2026 
 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Lance Eckhart, General Manager 
 
BY: Maricela V. Cabral, Exec. Asst./Clerk of the Board 
 
SUBJECT:  Riverside LAFCO 2026 Special District Selection Committee Election, 

Regular Special District Member – Western Riverside County 
   
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Approve and ratify the issuance of a letter of support endorsing Vice President Lawrence 
“Larry” Smith for the position of LAFCO Regular Special District Member – Western 
Riverside County and provide direction to the Board President regarding completion of 
the Special District Selection Committee (SDSC) ballot. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Riverside Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) is responsible for 
overseeing municipal boundary changes, annexations, incorporations, and changes in 
service areas throughout Riverside County.  The LAFCO Board includes representatives 
from the County, cities, and special districts.  Special district representatives are selected 
through a vote of the Special District Selection Committee (SDSC), which is composed 
of presiding officers or authorized board members from eligible special districts. 
 
Riverside LAFCO has initiated the 2026 SDSC election for the position of Regular Special 
District Member – Western Riverside County, with a term running from May 4, 2026, 
through May 6, 2030.  Seven (7) eligible nominations were received for this position, 
including Vice President Smith.  The election will be conducted using Instant Runoff 
Voting (IRV), allowing voting members to rank candidates in order of preference. 
Completed ballots must be submitted to Riverside LAFCO no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 
9, 2026. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The purpose of this item is to provide the Board with information regarding the Riverside 
LAFCO 2026 Special District Selection Committee election and to request direction 
regarding the Agency’s participation.  Consistent with prior LAFCO SDSC elections, the 
Board is asked to consider whether to formally support a candidate and to provide 
direction to the Board President for completion of the SDSC ballot. 
 
Vice President Smith has been nominated for the position of Regular Special District 
Member – Western Riverside County.  Staff has prepared a letter of support endorsing 
Vice President Smith’s candidacy for the Board’s consideration.  No additional analysis 
is required beyond Board direction on this matter. 



 
 

   
 

 
 

 
FISCAL IMPACT   
 
There is no fiscal impact associated with approving the letter of support or participating in 
the Special District Selection Committee election. 
 
ACTION 
 
Provide direction to the Board President regarding support for a candidate in the Riverside 
LAFCO 2026 Special District Selection Committee election, including completion and 
submission of the SDSC ballot, and ratify the issuance of the letter of support endorsing 
Vice President Smith. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Letter of Support for Vice President Larry Smith 
Riverside LAFCO 2026 Special District Selection Committee Ballot 







 

 
February 9, 2026           via electronic mail 

 
SPECIAL DISTRICT SELECTION COMMITTEE 

Regular Special District Member of the 
Local Agency Formation Commission – Western Region 

 
2026 BALLOT 

 
 
Name of District:              

Print District Name Here (required) 
 
Certification of voting member: 
 
I,          hereby certify that I am (check one): 

Print Name Here (required) 
 
 The presiding officer of the above-named district. 
 
 A member of the board of the above-named district authorized by the board to vote in place of the 

presiding officer. [Authorization:  previously transmitted   attached] 
 
 
               

Signature (required)                  Date (required) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Term running May 4, 2026 through May 6, 2030) 
 
Please rank the candidates in preferential order, “1” being the first preference, “2” being the second and so on. 
 
 

         Circle rank for each candidate 

1 STEVE PASTOR, Lake Hemet Municipal Water District 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 

2 LESLIE ALTAMIRANO, Rubidoux Community Services District 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 

3 STEVE CORONA, Eastern Municipal Water District 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 

4 ROBERT GRIFFITH, Mission Springs Water District 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 

5 LARRY SMITH, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 

6 JOHN FLORES, Beaumont-Cherry Valley Rec & Park District 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 

7 DANIEL SLAWSON, Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District 1     2     3     4     5     6     7 
 
Listed in random drawing order conducted on 2/03/2026 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Completed ballots must be delivered via electronic mail to rholtzclaw@lafco.org and info@lafco.org, or 
by regular mail or hand delivered to the LAFCO office at 6216 Brockton Avenue, Suite 111-B, Riverside 
CA 92506 no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 9, 2026. 
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