Beaumont Basin Watermaster Overview

UNDERSTANDING THE ADJUDICATION AND HOW IT WORKS



What is the
Beaumont
Basin?

A groundwater basin underlying
Beaumont, Banning, Cherry Valley,
and Calimesa

Common source of supply for:

Cities and water districts
(appropriators)Overlying
landowners (ag, golf, private lands)

Historically overdrafted

Court-adjudicated in 2004

San Timoteo Watershed Management Authorify

[[] Beaumont Basin Boundary
{pased on faulls of Bloyd (1970)}

—— Fault by Burnham and Dutcher (1960)
~— Fault by Bloyd (1971)

Generalized Geology

[] Unconsolidated Sediments
[ ] cConsolidated Bedrock
[] semi-Consolidated Sediments

Streams

Exhibit A

Boundary Map and Features
of the Beaumont Basin Area

Map prepared by: File: Exhibit_A mex

Wildermuth Author: AEM
WE Environmental Date: 9/2/2002
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What is safe yield?

s According to the Judgment, the Safe Yield is the “maximum quantity of water
which can be produced annually without causing long-term depletion

4
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Safe Yield in the Beaumont Basin was initially set to 8,650 acre-feet per year

The Safe Yield forms the basis for allocating water rights

The Judgment requires that the Safe 2013 Safe Yield update = 6,700 acre-feet per year
Yield be updated every 10 years 2023 Safe Yield update = 7,100 acre-feet per year

0 <



The Judgment requires a “Physical
Solution” to bring the basin into balance

= The Physical Solution:
= Allowed continued pumping

= Avoids waste and damage to the basin and/or the other parties to the Judgment
= Provides flexibility across the basin
= Supports recharge, groundwater storage, and conservation efforts

= The Physical Solution is the engine that makes the adjudication functional by encouraging:
= Groundwater replenishment
= Storage of imported water
= Development of conjunctive use programs



Water rights are a
oumpers and the
the appropriators

located first to the overlyer

remainder is allocated to

OVERLYER PUMPER

= Landowners over the basin

APPROPRIATIVE PARTY

= Pumpers that pump from one property to
distribute water to another property

= Have water rights tied to land ownership

= Groundwater is typically pumped and used on

the overlyer property

= Overlyers were assigned water rights in the
initial Judgment, which allows them to pump

up to that amount annually

= Typically water districts/companies that pump
for municipal supply

= In the Beaumont Basin, appropriators have no
set water right, but rather a percentage of the
water that the overlyers did not pump



The appropriative parties also received a 10-
vear “controlled-overdraft” of the basin

X This was known as “temporary surplus” water

@ The intent of the temporary surplus was to provide the appropriators with time to
implement water supply projects, while also creating space for storing water

A This amount was not to exceed 160,000 acre-feet in the first 10 years of the Judgment

After the 10-year period expired, the temporary surplus water was placed into the
appropriator storage accounts for future use



The Watermaster is the court-appointed
administrator of the Judgment

= The Watermasters tasks include:
= Monitors pumping in the basin

= Administers replenishment

= Manages storage agreements

= Levys assessments to pumpers in the basin
" Prepares annual reports

= Administers and enforces the Judgment

= The Court retains full jurisdiction over the Beaumont Basin. The Watermaster is a court
appointed contract administrator.



The Judgment outlines who is to sit on
the five member Watermaster board

Banning, City of
Beaumont, City of

Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District

South Mesa Water Company

Yucaipa Valley Water District




Acre-Feet

Total Imported Water vs. Total Production in the
Beaumont Basin

2003 - 2025

400,000

330,000 ~50% of all

300,000 water pumped is

>~ native yield and

250,000 the temporary

200,000 surplus water

150,000 ~50% of all
water pumped

100,000 ~ in the Beaumont

50,000 Basin has been
imported
0 —

B Total Production ® Total Import

How has the
Judgment
performed
over 23
years?
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