Protecting Water Rights

Why the Federal Circuit Decision Matters to SGPWA

San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
October 6, 2025

Mauricio Guardado, General Manager
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Legislative and Legal Efforts to Support the Water Industry




UWCD Case at a Glance: ™% .-

UWCD has legal rights to divert 144,630 acre- feet-o S
water/year RIS

U.S. government appropriated ~1/3 for steelhead trout

under ESA R . 2 :
P ;
UWCD sought compensation under the Takings Clause .2 ey
Federal Circuit dismissed partial-taking claim, forcmg:UWCng% / '_
to navigate years of ESA permits before seekmg relief };,3 2 N A
: - - L ﬁ:‘ﬂ — qu




Stakes for SGPWA
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~QURT OF APPEALS
< FOR THE

Legal uncertainty:
Weakens property
rights protections
against federal
government actions




Why SGPWA Should Care

v Protect long-term water reliability for
member agencies

v Support strong legal precedent defending
water rights

v Prevent erosion of property rights under the
Takings Clause

v' Signal proactive leadership on key water law issues




NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT

Please consider supporting UWCD’s certiorari petition via
amicus brief

* Ensuring strong water rights protections safeguards SGPWA’s mission
» Acting now can shape national precedent

 Collaboration amplifies impact
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We can't do it a




Mauricio Guardado
General Manager

United Water Conservation District
(805) 525-4431
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