
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
 
 
DATE: September 8, 2025 
 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Lance Eckhart, General Manager 
 
BY: Maricela V. Cabral, Exec. Asst./Clerk of the Board 
 
SUBJECT:  Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) Region 9 Election 

for 2026-27 Term 
   
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff has no recommendation. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Every two years, the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) elects a new 
Board of Directors, including a new Board for each ACWA region. For the upcoming 
2026–27 term, there is one candidate for President, Ernesto A. Avila, and one candidate 
for Vice President, Carol Lee Gonzales-Brady. 
 
ACWA has also presented a recommended slate of candidates for the Region 9 Board. 
SGPWA Board may cast their vote for President, Vice President, and either approve the 
Nominating Committee’s recommended slate as presented or vote individually for the 
Region 9 chair, vice chair, and three to five board members. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Region 9 Board members are elected to represent the issues, concerns, and needs of 
the region. The Region 9 chair and vice chair will serve on ACWA’s Board of Directors 
beginning January 1, 2026. In addition, the elected chair and vice chair will recommend 
Region 9 committee appointments to the ACWA president for the 2026–27 term. Either 
the chair or vice chair will also hold a seat on the ACWA Finance Committee. 
 
The recommended slate includes one nominee for Chair, one nominee for Vice Chair, 
and five candidates representing the Arid and Western subareas within Region 9. The 
ballot, however, lists one candidate for Chair (consistent with the slate), four candidates 
for Vice Chair, and eight candidates for the five available board member positions. Please 
see the attached Region 9 ballot for details. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT   
 
No fiscal impact. 
 
ACTION 
 



 
 

   
 

The Board may vote for the ACWA President, Vice President, and the Region 9 
Nominating Committee’s recommended slate, or cast votes for individual Region 9 board 
members. Ballots must be submitted no later than September 19, 2025, and must be 
signed by the Agency’s authorized representative, President Mickey Valdivia. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Region 9 Board Ballot 











Board Members: 
• Brenda Dennstedt, Director, Western Municipal Water District (Western)
• Russ Martin, Director, Mission Springs Water District (Arid)
• James Morales Jr., Chairman of the Board, East Valley Water District (Western)
• G. Patrick O'Dowd, Executive Director/GM, Salton Sea Authority (Arid)
• Harvey R. Ryan, Board Member/Director of Division 2, Elsinore Valley Municipal
Water District (Western)

Nominating Committee's Recommended Slate 

You may select one of the following. 

□ 
I concur with the Region's Nominating Committee's recommended slate 
above. 

I do not concur with the Region's Nominating Committee's recommended 
slate. I will vote for individual candidates below as indicated. 

Candidates for Chair: 

You may select one of the following. 

□ 
Joseph Grindstaff, Board of Director, Eastern Municipal Water District 
{Western) 

Candidates for Vice Chair: 

You may select one of the following. 

□ 
Joseph Grindstaff, Board of Director, Eastern Municipal Water District 
{Western) 

0 G. Patrick O'Dowd, Executive Director/GM, Salton Sea Authority {Arid)
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