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Collaborations of San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency and San Bernardino 
Valley

Lance Eckhart, PG, CHg - General Manager, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
Heather Dyer, MS, MBA - CEO/ General Manager, San Bernardino Valley



1963

SGPWA and San Bernardino Valley

COLLABORATIONS
Joint Board Meeting

Design  stu d y  for  wh at  
wou ld  b e  th e  Footh i l l  

P ip e l in e

1970
Join t  Fac i l i t ies  Agr eem en t

(Footh i l l  P ip e l in e)

1975
Coachel la  Val ley  Aqueduct  Study with  
Mojave Water  Agency,  Desert  Water  
Agency and Coachel la  Val ley  County  

Water  Distr ict

1980
Bunker Hi l l ,  San 

Timoteo,  Yucaipa,  Colton 
and Ria lto  Basins Water  
Storage Study with  DWR

1983
Study of  Groundwater  

Storage in  San 
Bernardino and SGPWA 

Basin  Area

1985
Pipel ine Study with  Desert  

Water  Agency and 
Coachel la  Val ley  County  

Water  Distr ict

1986
Secon d  Jo in t  Fac i l i t ies  

Agreemen t

1986
Budget  Yucaipa Pipel ine,  
Greenspot  P ipel ine and 

Tate Pump Stat ion

1986
Regional  Wastewater  
Program with  WMWD

1995
East  Branch 

Extension 
Prel iminary Design 

with DWR



SGPWA and San Bernardino Valley

COLLABORATIONS
Joint Board Meeting

1996
E ast  Bran ch  E xten s ion  F in a l  Des ign  

wi th  DWR

1998
F in a l  Des ign  &  Con stru ct ion 

Agreemen t  Ph ase  l  E ast  
Branch  E xtens ion  wi th  DWR 1999

Cap ac i ty  R igh ts  
Agreemen t  wi th  

DWR

2015
Third  Jo int  

Faci l i t ies 
Agreement

2003
E ast  Branc h  E xt ens i on

2005
Two addit ional  pumps for  the East  
Branch Extension (Greenspot  and 
Crafton Hi l ls  pump stat ions)  with  

DWR

2005
Jo int  Powers Agreement for  

operat ion and maintenance of  
the East  Branch Extension with  

DWR

2007

Prel iminary  design for  
enlargemen t of  

Crafton Hi l ls  
Reservoir  with  DWR

2008
Cooperat ive Agreement to  
Protect  Water  Qual i ty  and 

Encourage the Conjunct ive Uses 
of  Imported Water  in  the Santa 

Ana River  Basin  with  RWQCB 
and others

2015
Jo int  Powers Agreement for  

operat ion and maintenance of  
the East  Branch Extension with  

DWR



2015

SGPWA and San Bernardino Valley

COLLABORATIONS
Joint Board Meeting

Memorandum of 
Understanding for  the 

Bunker  Hi l l  Basin  
Conjunct ive Use Project

2016
Cost  Sh ar in g  Agreemen t  Men ton e 

P ip e l ine  Con stru ct ion  D isp ute  
Between  DWR an d  DWR's  

Con tractor

2017
Sale of  up to  5,000 AF 
of  surplus SWP water  
( f i rst  r ight  of  refusal  

before MWDSC)

2017
Memorandum of Agreement to  Form 

a Groundwater  Sustainabil ity 
Agency for  the Yucaipa Sub-Basin  

with others

2023
M em or an d u m  of  

Un d er stan d in g  for  th e  
Cou n ty  L in e  Rech ar ge  

B as in  Pr o ject

2018
Mutua l  Ass i s tance  

wi th  MWDSC

2018

Jo in t  Powers  Agreemen t  Formin g  th e  
Del ta  Con vey an ce Des ign  an d  

Con stru ct ion Jo in t  Powers  Au th or i ty  
wi th  oth ers

2018
Agreement for  Joint  

Part ic ipat ion in  Analysis  
of  Sites Reservoir  Project  

with others

2018
Jo int  Power Agreemen t 

Delta  Conveyance Finance 
Authority

2020
Fourth Jo int  Faci l i t ies 

Agreemen t



FOOTHILL PIPELINE EARTHTEC INJECTION 
SYSTEM

OVERVIEW
 Algae tends to reduce groundwater recharge rates and can 

result in the following:
 Clogging
 Increased pre-treatment costs in treatment plants 
 Taste and odor problems in drinking water

 Two injection systems installed on the Foothill Pipeline to 
help combat algae growth throughout the SWP delivery 
system

STATUS
 Successfully completed in 2019
 Injection stations have improved the SWP water quality 

throughout the system 
 Effective tool for the benefit of both agencies



Badger Basin

TREATMENT 
COMPARISON



COLLABORATION ON 
YUCAIPA BASIN

• SB Valley and Pass are the two regional agencies and 
State Water Contractors overlying the Yucaipa Basin

• Both agencies are active in the Yucaipa Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Agency, which they helped 
formed in 2017 with water providers in the Basin

• Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Basin 
approved by DWR in January 2024; serves as a basin 
sustainability roadmap for the next 20 years



COUNTY LINE TURNOUT AND RECHARGE BASIN

OVERVIEW
 SB Valley and Pass both participate in Yucaipa GSA 
 DWR has designated the Yucaipa Subbasin as a high-

priority basin
 The Calimesa Management Area (CMA) is one of four 

management areas within the Yucaipa Subbasin 
 Currently there are no managed aquifer recharge 

capabilities within CMA
 The CMA straddles SB Valley’s and Pass service areas
PROGRESS UPDATE
 Both are working together collaboratively, along with South 

Mesa Water Company, to develop a SWP turnout, 
conveyance system, and recharge basin to ensure long 
term groundwater sustainability and reliability within the 
CMA.

 Estimated Project Completion: End of 2025



SANTA ANA RIVER AND BUNKER HILL 
CONJUNCTIVE USE PROGRAMS (SARCCUP & BHCUP)

Overview

Operational flexibility for groundwater production

Increased yield and water supply reliability

Lower overall costs from regional project

Mitigation for high groundwater

Goal

Complete construction of up to three new wells by 
2026 to fulfill grant obligations (in the planning phase) 

More efficient use of supplemental water when available



CENTRAL FEEDER –
EAST BRANCH EXTENSION INTERTIE

OVERVIEW
To connect Central Feeder pipeline to East Branch Extension 

to facilitate delivery of BHCUP water to YVWD and Pass  
The intertie would facilitate the bidirectional delivery of both 

State Water Project and Conjunctive Use water 

PROGRESS UPDATE
Design plans and specifications = 95% complete
DWR Turn-in/Turnout Agreement = In-Progress 
 Estimated completion date: Q1 2025



FOOTHILL PIPELINE CROSSING AT CITY CREEK 

OVERVIEW
 78-inch diameter Foothill Pipeline constructed in the 

1970s
 Since 2006, actively working to protect the portion of the 

Foothill Pipeline that crosses City Creek from erosion and 
head-cutting 

 Feasibility study completed in 2023. Recommendation is 
to tunnel under City Creek

PROGRESS UPDATE
 Bid plans and specifications are estimated to be complete 

by September 2024
Construction is estimated to be complete by the end of 

2025



Adjourn
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