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~2+ MAF Capacity
DWR Capacity ~1 MAF
(SWP 4.23 MAF Entitlement)
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San Luis Reservoir

O’Neil Forebay

Gianelli Pumping/
Generation Plant
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ARTICLE 56 CARRYOVER 
PROVISION OF THE SWP 
CONTRACT

• San Luis Reservoir (SLR) 
is potentially an 
underappreciated asset 
for the Agency

Low-cost option to store (short term bank) supply

• Art. 56 gives Contractors rights to store water in SLR

• Has some restrictions

• No variable cost to store water in SLR

• Some storage is paid for 

• Some storage for larger volumes is not

• Water subject to “spill” (reclassified) during wet years

• Can be a very dynamic facility to utilize



BALANCING ACT
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Too Much of a Good Thing

• If DWR needs space in SLR to store Table A, carryover 
can “spill”

• Water will spill in a prescribed order
• Non-SWP Contractors

• Contractor water in excess of their SLR storage 
allocation (2,763 AF of space in SLR for Pass)

• Contractor water that was within their SLR storage 
allocation

• Spilled water is Article 21 Water
• Short duration

• If you can pay for it…

• And DWR can wheel it…

• You get (some of) it…

Change is Constant

• Available storage changes continuously

• DWR will use SLR to meet Table A allocations FIRST

• Unused SLR capacity is available to store water

• Storage hierarchy, but not an issue if space is available



SAN LUIS RESERVOIR STORAGE
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Table A (DWR Use)

Article 56 Carryover WaterPass 
CO

Available 
Storage

SWP Share of San Luis Reservoir

Unused
Storage



SAN LUIS RESERVOIR STORAGE
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Table A (DWR Use)

Article 56 Carryover Water

Pass 
COAvailable 

Storage

SWP Share of San Luis Reservoir
Unused

Storage = 0

Pass Share of SLR 
Available Storage 

(2,763 AF)



SAN LUIS RESERVOIR STORAGE
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Table A (DWR Use)

Article 56 Carryover Water
Available 
Storage

SWP Share of San Luis Reservoir
Unused

Storage = 0

Some of Pass 
Carryover has 
spilled and will 

continue to spill if 
DWR needs more 

storage

Art. 21



2019 CARRYOVER 
& SPILL
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• 75% Table A allocation in 2019

• 2017 – 85% allocation

• 2018 – 35% allocation

• Many So. CA Contractors spilled CO

• Spills are somewhat mitigated by HIGH 
Table A availability in the same year

• Because storing in SLR is essentially 
“free”, financial losses due to spilling 
are opportunity costs

• e.g. Not delivering take-or-pay Nickel 
Water is an immediate realized loss

• Occasional spill potential should be 
measured against banking costs



CONSIDERATIONS
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• SLR presents a valuable (although sometimes 
volatile) tool in the Pass portfolio

• Careful storage and prudent risk-taking may 
result in high value along with some risk

• Store unused Table A at no cost

• Maintain a buffer high in the system that can be used 
for direct delivery, emergency, water debt, transfers 
or other

• Balance recharge limitations and supply availability

• Minimize risk of spill by transfer/exchange if the 
carryover storage balance is high


